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x SAM. xvii. 29. 


rd David ſaid, What hood! 7 now 
dm? 1s there not a Cavss 8 


- acquainted with, or do, not recollect the 
Story, to which theſe Words refer, it may 
be of Uſe to give you a ſhort Account of 
t: I chooſe the rather to do ſo, becauſe it will 
ſhew you, that the Words I have read will 
fairly ſuggeſt to us the Plan on which I —"_ 
to PORN in this Biſcourte. . 


Tur Wenge Hiſtory tells us TI that, during _ 


the Reign of King Saul, the 1/raelites and the 
Pbiliſtines had fore War againſt each other. 
The latter had been defeated, and driven away; 
but, at the Fime referred to, had ſo far reco- 
vered themſelves, that they afreſh invaded the 
Iſraelites : 2 They had encamped on a Hill be- 
longing to the Tribe of Judab, and the V 
raelites on another Hill; with only a Valley 
between them. The Three eldeſt of the Eight 
Sons of Feſſe were in Sauls n 3 and Davip, 


* Sam xiv. 52. Re . 8 5 
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1 F there be any preſent, who chher are uns 5 
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the Voungeſt of the Eight, was left at Home, to 
Sk after his Father's Sheep. The two Armies 
continued thus facing each other a conſiderable 
Time defore they engaged: Puring the Inter- 
val, Goliab of Gath. a Man of a gigantick 
Size, and extraordinary. Strength, had ſeveral - 
times ſtalked forth into the Valley, as a Cham- 
in behalf of the Philiſtines; bidding De- 
Hance to the Iſraelites, and challenging them 
to produce any Man to engage him; propoſing 
that the whole Affair ſhould be decided by this 
fingle Combat; and that whichſoever of them 
defeated and flew the other, the People in 
whoſe Behalf the conquered Perſon had 
gt ſhould be Servants to the other People. 
he 1/raelitev, diſmayed at the bold Challenge, 
had as yet found no one among them willing, 
or indeed fit, for the Encounter. But at the 
Time whilſt Goliah was Day after Day, Morn- 
ing and Evening, for forty Days ſucoeſſively, 
ding 


this Defiance to the Army of the He- | | 


boo,” Feſſe ſent his Son David with a Supply 
of Proviſions for his three Brethren ; and being 
come to them on that Errand, he had an Op- 
portunity of hearing the inſulting Challenge 
made: And as no one yet had had the Courage 
to accept it; he, young as he was, and an un- 
equal Match as he appeared, declared himſelf 
ready to undertake it; and truſting to Aſſiſtance 
from his Gow, modeſtly expreſſed an undoubt- 
ing Perſuaſion, that he ſhould (as in Fact he after- 


wards did) come off victorious, A mighty Giant 
. 5 armed 


1 


armed at all Points on one Side, and a Youth 
with .only a TRE s Staff, a Sling, and a 
few Stones from 
other, were, to all human Appearance, very un- 
equally pair'd : Eliab no doubt, David's eldeſt 
Brother, thought ſo; and was in ſuch a Paſſion 
with him for his. raſh Forwardneſs, that he 
faid to him *, Why cameſt thou down hither ? 
With whom haft thou left thoſe few Sheep in the 
Wilderneſs ? I know thy Pride, and the 3 
tineſs of thy Heart; for thou art come down that 
thou mighteſt ſee the Battle. The Anſwer to 
this ſevere Treatment is in the Words of the 
Text: And David ſaid, What have I now done? 


Is there not a Cavse? g. d. Why am I thus 


| ſharply rebuked, and tauntingly inſulted, as fitter 


to keep Sheep chan to engage in ſo deſperate an 


Adventure? Vou interpret my Forwardneſs as 
Pride, and my Zeal as Raſhneſs; but is it fit 


that ſuch inſolent Defiance given, ſhould be 


any longer tamely. born? Have you yourſelf, 
body elſe in the Army, dared. hitherto 

to Np his Life in the hazardous Enterprize? 
The Caust in which we are engaged, deſerves 
and calls for ſome one to do it: And thongh 
I know myſelf young and unexperienced, yet L 
have had ſuch remarkable Interpoſitions of Pro- 
vidence in my Favour, when the Flock I kept 
was attacked by a Lion and a Bear; and I feet 


myſelf now ſo 9 with Zeal and Courage, 


that I freely offer mY Perſon. to the e 3 
#210 500; 1 Sam. xxli. 28. bo TS io 
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and Gon t ende of ſuch divine Aſſiſtance, as 
will enable me to get the Victory. This is 85 


fairs in this Kingdom. The Philiſtines are u 


61 


Story: Attend now to the preſent State of Af 


on us; have actually invaded us; have alread 


made but too much Deſolation among us; threaten 
more; and are expecting farther Aſſiſtance both 
here at Home, and from Abroad; every thing, 
both Civil and Sacred, that is dear to us, at 1 Rake, 
-and then judge, whether the Words read to 5 
and the Occafion on which they were f 
will not fairly lead to {what 1 hope will 5h 
thought not unſuitable to the Defign of our 
coming together this * wy Then Ke to Jou 
on the U Heads. | 


1 I would take have © to > inequite a Ale into 
the Character and Condu# of ſuch among 
us, as may be ready, on occaſion of the 
- ſeaſonable Zeal, the true Engliſo Spirit, 
that is ſhewn by ſo many others, to aſk 
Queſtions, not unlike thoſe of Ekab and 
| u e us for our Zeal, as he did David: 


u. To fhewy you how fully we ſhall juſtify , 
the Friends of our King and Country, and 
how properly we may reply to ſuch In- 

©. quirers, by anſwering them, as David did 
liab ; What have we now donie p Is there 

not a Cavse ? Which will appear, by con- 
fidering, what the Cauſe is, in which they 
are engaged ; and how fit the Meaſures 
©  Concerted 


1 7 


concerted i in Defence of it, are to be Fer. 
ſued. 7 3 


UI. To point out to vou, . is s farther 1 ne- 
ceſſary for us to do, and perſevere doing, 
till this Causz is ſecured, and we fafe 
from the Miſchiefs with Which we are 
threatened: Give me Leave, 5 

L 'To inquire a little into the Chara and 

Conduct of ſuch among us, as may be inclined, 

on account of the ſealonable Zeal, the true 

Engliſh Spirit, which has been ſhewn by ſo 

many others, to aſk Queſtions not unlike thoſe 

of Eliab, in the Verſe preceding the Text; and 
reproach us with our fooliſh Forwardneſs, as he 

did David. Different Perſons may be very ready 

to do ſo, for different Reaſons, and from very 

different Motives ; e. fe g. 


1. In ſome it may proceed from downright 
Stupidity and Ignorance; from their being un- 
acquainted with the Cauſe, and inſenſible of our 
Danger. They ſee their wiſer Neighbours 
alarmed ; they hear talk of an Invader landed in 
the N orth; of Troops got together to back him; 
of the Progrels they, have made; the Pillage of 
thoſe who. won't join with them; their having 
been over a conſiderable Part of Scotland, and 
actually in Poſſeſſion. of the capital City there: 
But they are, in a great meaſure, Strangers to 


their Defigns, and unapprehenſive of the Mi 
chiefs 


[8]. 

chiefs and Ruin intended us. On the other 
hand, they ſee, or hear of, Troops landed from 
Abroad, and more expected, for our Defence ; 
they ſee, or hear of, Forces raiſing at Home, 
ocrations form'd, Contributions of Money ſub- 
ſcribed, and ready to be paid, towards the Sup- 
port of the Government ; and of other things 
of the like kind. In the mean while they won- 
der, and ſtand amazed, as not well knowing 
the Meaning of it, nor appriſed of the Dangers 
to which we are expoſed. One would' hope, 
that the Number of this ignorant Sort of People 
is comparatively but ſmall ; and that only of the 
meaner Sort of People ; and that the Majority, 
even of them, are better informed. But, 


2. QF thoſe who know more of the Matter, 
there are, I fear, others to be found among us, 
ſo daſtardly and mean-ſpirited, fo indifferent 
and /ukewarm to the Intereſt of their King, 
their Country, their Religion, and their Laws; 


as not to dare, or not to be willing, to hazard 


any thing in the Defence, or for the Security of 
any of them. They are for fitting ſtill, and 
looking on, and keeping a ſort of Neutrality, 
till they fee which Side prevails ; and then to be 
of that : For both are much alike to them, fo 
they can but be ſafe themſelves, and ſleep in 3 
whole Skin. They are ſo unconcerned about 
maintaining the Rights of Society; fo ſelfiſh, 
and void of publick Spirit; fo void of all Re- 

' ig10n, or ſo indifferent which prevails, - and 5 


profeſſed 


2, WL 
profefled among us; that they can't think it worth 
their while to part with their Money, and much 
leſs to risk their Perſons, in Defence of any of 
them; Let who will ſcuffle for Crowns ; what 

is it to them, who wears them? They can be 
but Subjects: What is it to them, who has the 
making or altering of Zaws? They muſt obey 
them: What care they which Religion is up- 
permoſt? They have none; or think all Religions 
alike, and none worth much contending for. It 
would not be at all ſtrange, if thoſe who think 


in this Manner ſhould blame, or laugh at, the 


Zeal and Forwardneſs of others, who think 
their All at Stake; and that a Proteſtant PRINcE 
on the Throne, who governs us with Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, and Mildneſs, by Laws of our own con- 
ſenting to; and a {criptural, rational, manly 
Religion ; are worth defending, worth doing all 
we can, and venturing all we have, for their Pre- 
ſervation and Security. However, there would 
be no great Reaſon to wonder, if thoſe who are 
thus ſelfiſh and mean-ſpirited, lukewarm and 
indifferent, ſhould deride or find fault with their 
Neighbours Zeal, and aſk them, as Ehab did 
Davip, Why are ye come down hither, and with. 
whom have ye left the Sheep in the Wilderneſs? 
7. e. in other Words, Why ſo greatly alarmed ? 
What mean the Preparations you are making, 
and your entering into fuch Engagements? What 
mean you by reſolving (if there ſhould be Oc- 
caſion) to leave for a while your Families and 
Homes, your Shops and your Merchandize ? 


* 


[20] 


Does it not ſavour a little too much of Pride 


and Vain- glory, to contribute ſo largely to the 


Encouragement of thoſe who ſhall take up Arms 
for you; and even to take them up yourſelves, 


if there be a Neceſſity for it ? Staying at home, 


taking care of your Families, and looking after 
the Buſineſs of your ſeveral Callings, would 
better become you, than- meddling with what 
don't belong to you, or with what you have no 
Need to be fo concerned about, As wile as 
theſe People may fanſy themſelves, I hope to 

ſhew you preſently, how fooliſhly, as well as 

falſely and wickedly, they think and act: F or, 


7s there not a CAusE? But before 1 come to that, 


I would obſerve, 


2. THERE are others (I wich they were 


| fewer) among us, who are Well-wiſhers to the 


oppoſite Cauſe, who are Friends to the Pre- 
render, content to ſubmit to an arbitrary Power, 
longing to ſee Popery eſtabliſhed, and the only 
tolerated Religion among us; and who are wil- 
ling enough, as ſoon as they have Opportunity, 
to appear for this very bad Cauſe. Perſons of 
this Character and Diſpoſition. did, I believe, 
little expect, and therefore are ſurpriſed and 
aſtoniſhed, to find ſo much Zeal expreſſed, ſuch 


a Forwardneſs ſhewn, and ſuch Preparations 


made, for giving a warm Reception to their 
Fr Ends come, or ſtill to come, from Abroad; and 


tg curb heir Inſolence, 200 defeat their 5 8 
ſigns at Home. = hope, and incline to think, 
that 


— 


n 


E 

that moſt, if not all of them, find their Hearts 
failing, and themſelves trembling, at the Proſpect 
not only of the Diſappointment of their Ex 
pectations, but of being called to a ſevere Account 
for their wicked Un dertaking. However, ſo 
long as they have any Hope of Succe!s, eſpe- 
cially if there be any of them ſanguine enough 
to reckon upon it; I ſhould not wonder to find 
them making uſe of their old Artiſices; either 
openly deriding our Zeal and Forwardneſs; or 
covertly inſinuating, that there is no Reaſon to 
fear any ſuch Miſehieſs deſigned us, as we talk 
of. That the Deſign is indeed to change Hands 
but where will be the great Harm of reſtoring 
him to the Crown, whoſe Right they think it 
is, and ſending back to his Dominions in Ger- 
many him whom they look upon as an Uſurper ? 
But, as to what elſe alarms us, it is all mere Pa- 
nick; no Harm, but the greateſt Good, is in- 
tended us; and that all our other Fears are un- 
reaſonable and groundleſs: And I don't doubt 
but that, whenever it may ſerve their Purpoſes, 
it will be impudently aſſerted, either that the 
Pretender is a Proteſtant, or at leaſt a very mo- 
derate Papiſt; that it would be very hard, in 
this latter Caſe, to grudge him the open Profeſ- 
ſion and Practice of his Religion, who is con- 
tent, that other People ſhould enjoy theirs. We. 
ſhall be told (for the preſent, and while the 
Conteſt is depending), that our Conſtitution will 
be kept inviolate; that our Laos will be the 
Rule of Government (for it is not the Time 

„„ . 


7 


WED! 
yet, to talk of an arbitrary diſpenſing Power, 
above all Laws); that the Church. of England 
will be maintained as at preſent eſtabliſhed ; ay, 
and that the Diſſenters too ſhall enjoy their To- 
leration; and, in ſhort, that, in all other re- 
ſpects (except taking the Crown off of one Head, 
and ſetting it upon another), every thing will 
go on quietly i in its old Courſe. If it had not 
been with a Deſign to appriſe you of (and I 
hope preſently to fortify you againſt) ſuch coarſe 
Artifices, fuch glaring Falthoods, ſuch ill-con- | 
triv'd, becauſe incredible Lyes ; 1 ſhould ſcarce | 
have had the Patience to mention them. | 
| 


AE GN Ya. a _ Hel. tw» % —__ 8 


truſt, that, if ever you ſhould hear any Pretences 
or Promiſes of this Sort made, you would not 
ſuffer [yourſelves to be wheedled and impoſed 
upon by them: They are indeed calculated to | 
deceive only the Ignorant and Unwary: For, as | 
to thoſe who know any thing of the true Spirit | 
of Popery ; or of the Tutorage this Pretender | 
has been all his Days under; or of the Temper il 
and Diſpoſition of thoſe towards us, who are 
to come along with him; or of the monſtrous 
Demands they will think themſelves intitled to 
make upon us; thoſe (I ſay) who are appriſed 
of theſe Things, will eaſily perceive, there is 
no ſort of Reaſon to believe, that there is any 
Deſign, or would be any Inc lination, to fulfit 
theſe Promiſes; nor indeed, that it would be 
in the Power of the New-comer to fulfil them, 
it he were ever ſo much inclined to do it. I 
have Torn longer than I defgncd, inquiring _ — 

ue 


F 23 } | 
the Character and Conduct of the ſeveral Sorts 
of Perſons, who, on Occaſion of the ſeaſonable 
Zeal and Spirit ſhewn by others, may be ready, 
from different Principles and Motives, to atk 
Queſtions not unlike thoſe of Eliab; and re- 
proach us for our Forwardneſs, as he did David. 
But as it is for our Intereſt to be aware of them; 
fo I now go on, | me OO 


II. To ſhew-you how fully we ſhall juſtify 
the Friends of our King, our Country, our 
Laws, and our RELIGION, by replying to 
them in the Words of David to Eliab; What” 
have I now done? Is there not a Cavust ? We all 
know, that Mar is a [fore Evil; and thoſe of us 
who are beſt appriſed of the Deſolations made 
by Fleets at Sea, and Armies by Land, are moſt 
thoroughly perſuaded: of it. Contention of no 
kind, much leſs that in which ſo much Miſ- 
chief is done, and ſo many Lives uſually loft, 
can be juſtifiable, on any other Account, than the 
Goodneſs and Importance of the Cauſe for which 
we contend. It is true indeed (and it too often 
ſo happens), that both the contending Parties 
may be in the Wrong; but it can never be, 
that both ſhould be, upon the Whole, in the 
Right, and have Juſtice on their Side. For 
the ſatisfying Mens Conſciences therefore, 
and in order to wakening their Zeal, and ani- 
mating their Endeavours' on ſuch Occaſions z 
it is fit, | TY | 


1. FRAT 


IS 


1. Tear we ſhould be ſomewhat ROY 
of the Nature of the Cauſe in which we en- 
gage; and thoroughly ſatisfied, that it is a 4% 


and a good one, From thence, 


2. Ir will appear, that there is no Cort of 
Reaſon to wonder at, or blame the Zeal and 


Forwardneſs which is ſhewn, and the Mea- 
ſures taken, in Defence of it. 


1. Ir muſt be fit, that we ſhould be appriſed 
of the Nature of the Cau/e in which we are en- 


gaged; thoroughly ſatisfied, that it is a juſt and a 


good, as well as a very important one. I with every 
Subject our Sovereign has were thoroughly ap- 


priſed what it is; and then we might appeal to 
God and them too, for the Juſtice and Good- 


neſs of it. I know not how better to convince 
Yau of this, than by leading you to conſider, 


(4. ) ON what Deſign this Invaſion is made 
upon us; what Claims the Invader makes, and 
on what Grounds. This will (partly at leaſt) ſhew 
the Injuſtice of the Cauſe in which our Enc- 
mies s appear. 


035 Tre prodigious Jitereſis we have at 
Stake: Even every Thing that 1s dear to us, 
as Members of Civil Society; and, what very 
nearly concerns our Conſciences, our Souls, as 
Chriſtians, That 1 85 thew us the _ 

0 


: 8 


1 * 


of the Cauſe on our Side. Leen us brieflp 
| conſider, : 
(...) Wira what Deſign this FI Tay is made 

upon us; what Sort of Claims the Invader makes, 
and on what Grounds. 'Fhe: Defign and Er- 
rand on which he comes is, to claim the Crown, 
and take Poſſeſſion of the Dominions belong- 
ing to it, in the Name of his Father, the pre- 
tended Son of King James. The Pretence 
for this (the only Ground on which it can be 
thought juſtißable) is, that King James was 
unrighteouſly forced out of his Dominions; 
that no wrong Behaviour in him, could forfeit 
the Crewn, or juſtify Subjects in withdrawing. 
their Allegiance from him; that the Crown is 
Hereditary ; that he 1 is entitled to it is 
above all Laws, and his Right to it unalienable 
and indefeaſible. I have no Deſign to enter far 
into this idle Diſpute, which wiſe Men laugh 
at, and none but weak ones are impoſed upon 
by: I do not think it at all, needful (nor indeed 
worth the while) to inquire, whether he who 
pretends to be, .really was the Son of King 
James: This is certain, that the wiſeſt and 
beſt People of thoſe Times ſuſpected before- 
hand a Deſign of putting a ſburious Son on the 
Nation, if the Queen brought no legitimale 


one: And that as the Papiſts, by their Manner 


of talking about it, gave but too juſt Ground 
for the Suſpicion; 10 when the Time came for 


the en 8 Delivery, there was far from be⸗ 


[ 26 


ing all that Care taken to ſatisfy thoſe who had 
the beſt Right to be ſatisfied concerning the 
 Legitimacy of the Child; which is uſually ta- 
ken; which common Phidens directs; and 
which was then peculiarly proper and requiſite, 
The Fact is moſt certainly doubtful : But though 
it were ever ſo evident, yet would it be nothing 
to the Purpoſe, nor by any Means juſtify the 
Claim. For, beſides that it has been no un- 
uſual] Thing to Iimit or alter the Succeſſion to 


the Crown, when the Wiſdom of the Nation 


_—_ it neceſſary to do ſo; beſides this (I 


ſay), common Senſe teaches (and the warmeſt . 


Sückklers on the other Side have owned, and 


practiſed accordingly), that a Right to do ſo 


muſt be ſomewhere lodged in Society. Provi- 


dence does not beſtow Crowns to be worn, and 
Kingdoms governed, according to the perverſe 
Humour and arbitrary Pleaſure of a fingle Per- 
fon ; but for the Benefit of the Gouerned. By 
fatal Experience we had felt, that King James 
thought otherwiſe : Rather than behave as he 
ought to have done, and had ſolemnly ſworn 
and promiſed to do, he choſe to abdicate, for- 
fake his Kingdoms, and put himſelf under the 
Protection of his and our moſt inveterate Ene- 
my. The Wiſdom of the Nation ſaw (and it 
was the general Senſe of the whole Nation), 
that it was by no means fit to invite or to re- 


ceive ſuch a Prince back again: That Poprſh 


Kings were not fit to govern a Proteflant People: 


And therefore, excluding all ſuch from the-Suc- 


ceſſion, 


— — — — 
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ceſſion, they limited it to Proteſtants; ſettled 


it on the firſt Proteſtant in the Line of Succeſ- 


ſion: One of that Family now wears the Crown, 
and we truſt and pray, that he will long, and 
that his Deſcendants after him always will do 
ſo. It would be of Uſe to us all to be more 
thoroughly appriſed of this true State of the 
Caſe, eſpecially conſidering the Claim which is 


now chade. The little I have ſaid has been 


with that View only, and not from any Incli- 
nation to meddle much with theſe Matters, 
when 1 am in the Pulpit : This little Ba 
is, I verily think, ſufficient to ſatisfy us of the 
Bade of the Conte we oppoſe : But, beſides 
this, the Juſtice and Goodneſs of our own way 


be manifeſt, 


(.) From the Conſideration of the prodi- 


gious Intereſt we have at Stake: Even every 


Thing that is moſt valuable and dear to us as 
Members of Civil Society; and what very nearly 
concerns our Conſciences, and our Souls, as Chri- 
tians, What think you, Is there not a CAusk ? 
Are they to be regarded who wonder at the 


Zeal, or blame the F orwardneſs, ſhewn for 


the Defence of it ? — I have lately taken 


an Opportunity, in the Hearing of ſeveral here 


preſent, to put you in mind, how your Inter- 
| eſts, as Members of Civil Society, are likely 
to be affected, in caſe God, for our Sins, ſhould 
ſuffer the Deſign now on foot to prevail ; and 


O e 
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to warn you of the Incredibility of every Thing 
that may be pretended, as if there was no ſuch 
Danger. All that I will now ſay farther about 
it is; That if what we hope Providence will 
prevent, ſhould come to paſs, there is an End 
of all that was done for our Security at the 
Revolution. A Claim of Rights was then ſo- 
lemnly made in behalf of all the People of 
England: That Claim was admitted ; thoſe 
Rights were confirmed to us: We have ever 
fince pretty well enjoy'd them : Ever fance the 
good King George I. and our preſent moſt gra- 
cious Sovereign, wore the Crown, they have 
been maintained inviolably ; and we have good 
Reaſon to reckon upon the future Security of 
them, whilſt the Crown ſhall be (as God grant 
it ever may be!) in this Family: But, on the 
other hateful Suppoſition, adieu to them all; 
and, together with them, adieu to all our moſt 
precious Liberties, our moſt valued Properties, 
and to every Thing that we uſed heretofore as 
Engliſhmen, and 1 a8 Britons, to boaſt ſo 
MY - oe 


Bur you will bear with me, if I enter a- little 

Mi ade into that which ſo nearly concerns us, 
not only as Men, but as Chriſtiaus too; as 
having other Intereſts at Stake, beſides thoſe 
which relate only to Time, and this preſent 
World; I 8015 . - 


For 
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Fon the Queſtion now is; Am I ſtill to be 
allowed to ſtudy my Bible, and underſtand it 
for myſelf as well as I can with the beſt Help 
I can get; to believe and practiſe in Matters of 
Religion, what is there taught and injoined, 
and hope for what is there promiſed; and as a 
Chriſtian to call no Man upon Earth Maſter ? 
Or am I henceforward tamely to ſubmit to 
thoſe who claim Dominion over my Faith; and 
(not to inform, but) inſolently to lord it over 
my Underſtanding, and my Conſcience? Am I 
to open and fee with my own Eyes, and judge 
with my own Underſtanding, from my Bible, 
what I am to believe, and how I am to wor- 
| ſhip God, and behave towards my Neighbour ; - 

or, Am I to ſwallow by Wholeſale whatever 
the Church has determined to be right both 
in Doctrine and Worſhip? And that ſo impli- 
citly, as never to inquire on what Grounds ; 
and, in many Caſes, not to know what it has 
determined and preſcribed ; and be ready to 
join in curſing my Neighbour to the Pit of 
Hell, and burn him at a Stake, or rejoice to 
| ſee him ſo treated, merely for Difference in 
Matters of Opinion? Such as theſe are the Que- 
ſtions, when the Matter in Debate is, Am I to 
be a Proteſtant, or a Papiſt? For ſuch are the 
genuine Principles of Proteſtantiſm on the one 
hand ; and ſuch the true Spirit of Popery on 
the other; And whatever ſhort of this may be 

77 © 2 inſinu- 
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inſinuated as the Whole of what is tered ; 


all this is actually ſubmitted to by Millions, 
and muſt be ſubmitted to, es aver; the Claims 
of the Church of Rome are owned, as that 
Church expects and requires. And what? 
Shall we not yet be allow'd to appeal and aſk, 
Ts there not a Cauſe? Such a Causk as calls 
for our warmeſt Zeal, our utmoſt F orwardneſs, 
in the Defence of it Y 


Wurx I think of . and its a 
and Practices, in which we differ from it, and 
proteſt againſt it; I can't help diſtinguiſhing be. 
tween thoſe of them, which are indeed falſe, 
and to the laſt Degree ab/urd; but hurtful to 
them only, who are weak enough to believe 
and practiſe them; and thoſe which, beſides their 
glaring Falſbood and Abſurdity, are as manifeſt- 
5 injurious to the reſt of the World; inſpiring 
Men with Hatred, Malice, Cruelty towards 
their Neighbours; Reling their Hearts againſt 
the tendereſt Sentiments, not only of Chriſti- 
anity, but Humanity too; teaching them to 
be falſe and treacherous; to do their Neigh- 
bours the unkindeſt Offices, if the Intereſts of 
their Church may but be promoted thereby: 
Not only deſpairing of their Salvation, but 
raſhly pronouncing the Impoſlibility of it; and 
yet at the ſame time pleaſed to ſee them de- 
tefted, accuſed, condemned, executed ; and there- 
fore (as they mutt conclude) ſent quick to Hell, 


for | 


for their Heręſy and Oppoſition to the Church, 
It is for the ſame Reaſons, and on the fame 
SGrounds, that I diſtinguiſh (and could wiſh _ 
that a Difference might be always made in the 
Manner of treating Papiſts among us) between 
thoſe of the former, and thoſe of the latter 
Sort. As for thoſe who profeſs to believe Pur- 
gatory ; in favour of which there is not one 
Word to be found in Scripture, or any of the 
earlieſt Chriſtian Writers; or Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, which is as impoſſible as that Two and 
Two ſhauld make Seventeen; or twenty other 
Abſurdities as groſs; As for thoſe who like 
beſt to ſay their Prayers in a Language they 
don't underſland; and to bow down to an 
Image, or a Picture, or a Cruciſix; to pray not 
only for, but to, dead Saints, as well as Angels, 
and the Virgin Mary; concerning whom it is 
impoſſible they ſhould know whether they hear 
or can help them, or not; and twenty other 
_ unpreſcribed, and as idle Fopperies; As to ſuch 
Paprſts as theſe; if they would but let me 
alone, and not hate me, or hurt me, for think- 
ing and doing otherways ; I ſhould be well con- 
tented to ſee them live unmoleſted; I would 
not, if it were in my Power, force my Opini- 
ons upon them againſt the Perſuaſion of their 
own Minds; I would pity and pray for them, 
and do the beſt I could by Scripture and Rea- 
fon, to inform them better, and ſet them what 
] think right; waiting patiently till Gop ſhall 
5 Bo %%% bring 
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bring them to the Acknowlegement of the Truth, 
But there is another Sort of Papiſts, who, not 
content with this mild and fair Treatment in a 
Country of Proteſtants, are for forcing their 
Religion on other People; and uſing not only 
all their Arts, but all their Power (when they 
ſhall come at any), for enſſaving Mens Conſci- 
ences ; where Artifice won't do alone, are for 
Fails and Dungeons, for Exile or Impriſon- 
ment, for Fines and Tortures, for Gibbets and 
Stakes, as the beſt and ſureſt Methods of 
making Converts, and getting rid of Hereticks, 
We have reaſon to be alarm'd at the Danger 
from them; reſolutely to oppoſe them; and 
to wiſh for the Time, when their Influence ſhall 
be leſſened, and all their Power quite broken: 
They neither de/erve, nor have any reaſon to 
expedt, to be tolerated among us. Such is the 
Caust (as it relates to our Religion, and our 
Conſciences), in behalt of which our Zeal is, I 
hope, thoroughly warm'd ; and ſuch a Spirit 
diſcovered among us, as will, I truſt, with the 
Bleſſing of Gop, effectually defeat all the De- 
ſigns of our Enemies. There is no need ſurely, 
to uſe many Words about what I propoſed, 


2. To ſhew you, that there is no Sort of 
Reaſon to wonder at, or blame, this Zeal and 
Spirit that is among us. You ſee ſomewhat of 
what we have at Stake: Let the World about 
us judge, what Reaſon we have to 1 
1 and 


[23]. 
and with what Sort of Miſchiefs we have been 
threatened. Can any By-flander think, could 
any even of our Enemies expect, that a brave 
People would tamely fit ſtill, to ſee their ex- 
cellent Pr 1NcE dethroned, their Conſtitution 
altered, their rightful Government ſubverted, 
their wholſome Laws repealed or trampled up- 
on, their Liberties deſtroyed, their Eſtates and 
Properties transferred to outlawed Rebels, or 
hungry Prieſts, to French, or Spaniſt, or Tralian 
Strangers ? Could any one imagine, that a Na- 
tion of Proteſtants would indolently ſubmit to 
have their Religion changed for the very worſt 
Religion in the World for human Society? To 
have their Under/landings blinded, their Con- 
' ſciences. ſhackled, or their Perſons. enſlaved, to 
a Pack of Prieſts, who always mean Themſelves 
by the Church, their own worldly Intereſis and 
exorbitant Powers? No: Bleſſed be God, it 
is, in Fact, otherwiſe ; and, whatever they may 
have fanſied, or been taught to believe, con- 
cerning us, we are not yet ſo abandoned, and 


1 185 for Ruin. 1 go on therefore, 


III. To ſhew you what i is farther Becht 
for us to do, and perſevere doing; till this 
Cavsk is ſecured, and we ſafe from the Mi/- 
chiefs which our Enemies are deſigning, and 
endeavouring to bring upon us. I have no In- 
elination to intermeddle in Affairs that do not 

belong to me: I am equally unauthorized and 
F unn 
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unqualified to ' preſcribe what Ships ſhould be 
ſent out, and whither, to watch our Enemies, 
'or where others ſhould be ſtationed ; what 
Troops ſhould be raiſed, whither ſent, and in 
what Manner employed. All thefe Things are (I 
truſt) in Hands fz1ful, and which will be warch- 
ful; and that the Execution of what ſhall be 
reſolved and ordered, will be committed to ſuch 
as will be cautious and faithful, Nor do I ap- 
rehend, that there is any great Need of ex- 
enz or ſtirring us up to be courageous, and 
 Jhew ourſelves Men, on this Occaſion. The true 
Engliſb Ardour, 0 generally ſhewn, is an En- 
couragement to hope, that we ſhall do fo: 
Apd, if there were any Ground to doubt of it, 
I know not any thing I could ſay fitter to ex- 
cite our Courage, and make us ſteady and reſo- 
lute, than what I have been hitherto ſaying. 
But as it falls within our Province, and is our 
Duty, as Miniſters ; ſo it is, I apprehend, more 
needful, to put you in mind of what we ought 
to do, and perſiſt doing, as Chriſtians. There- 
fore, befides doing and contributing our utmoſt 
in our ſeveral Stations, and as Members of 2 85 


Society; J exhort, 


1. Thar we all of us de n more deeply ſen- 
ſible of, and affected with, the Diſpleaſure of 
God, provoked by our Sins; that we deeply 
humble ourſelves before him for our Iniquities; 


_ We * reſolve upon, and honeſtly ſet 
about, 


about, the Reformation firſt of . and our 


oun Families; ; and then, that we contribute 


what we can towards a more general and na- 
tional Reformation. For any Man to deny or 
diſregard God's being offended at the Sins com- 


mitted, the Guilt contracted by Nations and 


People, conſidered as political Bodies; or to 
deny and diſregard the 8 of his Pro- 
vidence as Governor of the World, in threat- 
ening them with, or bringing upon them, fore 
Evils, for their Correction and uniſhment ; 18 
a Proof either of atbeiſtical Infidelity, or or 
monſtrous Ignorance and Stupidity. It ſhews 


that Men either don't believe in, or won't at- 
tend to, a holy and a righteous God, as 1 | 


ſiding over human Affairs. It is a Sign, t 
they are as little aware of the natural Tendency 


of Vice, and Corruption of Manners, to bring 


Miſchiefs and Ruin on a People; as they 
are ignorant of Fact, as it is found by Eiger 
rience, and the Truth by it witneſſed by tt 
Hiſtory. of paſt Ages. I aſk then; Have our 
Tranſgreſſions been few, or ſmall, or any Pains 
taken to conceal them, or any great Senſe of 
Shame generally diſcovered among us for having 
been. guilty of them ? No. When we are en- 
gaged in an expenſive deſolating War Abroad, 
againſt powerful Enemies; when we are in- 
vaded at Home by thoſe who threaten and long 
to bring upon us the ſoreſt Miſchiefs ; when 


there is Ground to fear an Evil of another Kind, 
2 mortal Diſeaſe among our Cattle, ſome Signs 


of 
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of which have been obſerved here at Home, as 
well as Abroad; when we are thus circum- 
ſtanced; have we not Reaſon to conclude, ought 
we not to be ſenſible, that God is angry with 
us? Is there any other ſure, or ſo much as 

poſſible Way, to appeaſe his Anger, than that 
which I am exhorting you to take? Let us 
humble our ſelves thereforeunder the mighty Hand 
of God, that he may exalt us in due Time. + Waſh 
ye, every one, and make yourſelves clean; ceaſe. 
70 do Evil, learn to do well: Then, and not 
till then, can we, on any ſufficient | Grounds, 
hope for his Favour ; Deliverance from threat- 
ening Dangers; the Difappointment of, and 
Succeſs againſt our Enemies at Home and Abroad. 


3 exhort you farther, 


„ a be 1 and ers 
vent in your Addrefles to God for the Nation's 
Peace, Safety, and Welfare; for the firm Eſta- 
bliſhment of our moſt gracious SOVEREIGN ON 
the Throne of theſe Kingdoms; for the pre- 
venting freſh Tumults and Infurreeions by our 
Enemies at Home, as well as quelling thoſe 
which are already raiſed ; for the thorough 
Hhumbling and ſubduing them; and bringing 
thoſe who moſt deſerve it (i. e. ſuch as have 
ſhewn their Ingratitude, as well as their Per- 
Ady and A to condign Puniſhment; 
That there may be never more Wn mane or 


* 1 Pet. 8 N kt 4 16.1 1. 16, 17. : 
Encou- 


. 
Encouragement to any of 9 to invade and 
diſturb us. It bodes ſo far well, that there is 
found among any of us a Diſpoſition to call up- 
on God in the Day of our Diſireſs : It is poſs. 
ſible, that, in ſome, their doing ſo may be ow- 
ing leſs to their Faith than their Fears; more 
to a Dread of coming Miſchief, than to any ſe- 
rious Purpoſe of breaking off former Sins : But 
if our Prayers are accompanied with Repent- 
ance and Amendment ; if they proceed from a 
Perſuaſion of God's providential Government 
of the World, and an Acknowlegement of our 
Dependence upon him; they are the more likely 


to prevail for a Bleſing. Surely a People are 
never ſo fit, nor ever bid ſo fair, for Delive- 


rance from Trouble and Danger, as when, thus 
diſpoſed, they cry aloud to their God: Surely | 
they can never more comfortably reckon upon. 
the prevailing Interceſſion of Jeſus in their Be- 
half, whom God hath given to be Head over all! 
Ti bings to his Church. However, ſince Events 
are in God's Hands; fince temporal Deliverances 
are never abſolutely to be reckoned upon; and 
ſince our Sins may (I fear) but too reaſonably 


farbia us doing %; I exhort you farther, 


3. Trar you would prepare for the worſt, 
if God, for our Sins, ſnould permit it to befal 

us. Far be it from me to take any Pleaſure in 
foreboding an evi] Day, which I hope we ſhall 


never fee; or in affrighting IM with dark 
1 | Pr 0. 


Proſpects, which I ds a little Time will diſpel, 
and drive from before your Eyes: But, as 1 
would arm you againſt the worſt, let me 
you in mind of that which will be your Duty, 
and ſhould be your Comfort 1 will do it in 
our Saviour's Words, to thoſe on whom Fri. 
bulation was coming apace ; Be ye faithful unto 
the Death, and I will give you a Crown of 
Life, As to our Enemies themſelves ; if God, 
in his Diſpleaſure againſt ws, ſhould ſuffer them 
to ſucceed in their Deſigns ; conſidering the 
mean Spirit of the Pretender and his Family; 
the No- claim they have to this CRO wN, pro- 
bably not by Deſcent, certainly not by Law or 
by Right; confidering the Contempt in which 


they have been long held by thoſe among 


whom they have ſojourned; and the deteſted 
Perjury, Perfidy, and Treachery of their Ad- 
berents, both at Home and Abroad: Laying all 
theſe Things together on the one hand, and 
the Juſtice of that CA us E in which we are 
engaged (and which will eternally be a good 
one) on the other hand; 1 know not how to 
forbear prognoſticating (and let them tremble at 
the manifeft Prognofticks of it), that they will 
never long fit /afely or quietiy on this Throne; 
and that ſuch Perjury and Treachery bids much 
fairer for meeting with its Reward, ſooner or 
later, even in this World. The Britiſh Nation 
Is (if I may ſo expreſs it) too high-mettled a a 
Horſe for any of them calily to mount, or be 

long 
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long ſafe in the Saddle. I there nor; will ches 


not always be, a Causs? It can never be, 
till the Race of free-born -Britons, wha have 
taſted the Sweets of manly Liberty, and af 
living under ſuch a mild and equitable Govern» 


ment as we have done, and yet do, ſhall be 


utterly extirpated, or quite worn out. Nay, 1 


could almoſt venture to progugſticate farther,” 


even in that Caſe; that if 1 Poſt 4 cf Kink be 
allowed to read the glorious Annals of 

William and Queen Mary, of Queen tn: 
for the greater Part of her Reign, and the 


whole of that of good King George the Father, 
and of his Son our preſent moſt gracious. 80 


VEREIGN, whom may God long protect and 
preſerve : If, I fay, the Glories and the H 
prneſs'of almoſt every Year ſince the Revolutron, 


be not quite blotted out from the Records of 


Time; our Poſterity will bid fair for being 


fired with the generous Spirit of Liberty, which 


they will find animated their Anceſtors, If it 
ſhould. ſo happen (as I believe it often has hap- 
pened here, as well as in other Proteſtant A. 


ſemblies for Worſhip), that any determined 


Jacobite, or bigotted Papi/?, ſhould be preſent; 


let them attend to the moral Prognoſtication, 


which J have ventured to utter: Let them think 
coolly; and warn thoſe of their -own Party, 
not to enter raſhly into Rebellion; and ſo have 
2 Hand in involving a brave Nation (that has 
been uſed more to give than receive Laws from 
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ito.Neighbours) in Civil War, Bbad and De- 


waſtation : And all this, for what? Why, 
truly, to drive out one of the beſt of Princes 
from his T hrone, and advance, in his ſtead, 
one whom we have abjured, who has none of 
the other's per/onal Merit, and whom there 
muſt always be Reaſon to ſuſpect of Illegiti- 
macy : To make us Slaves, inſtead of freeborn 
Subjects, poſſeſſed of numberleſs ineſtimable 
Rights and Privileges : To introduce among us 
that abſurd and cruel Religion, Popery ; in- 
ſtead of good. natur d, rational Chriſtianity, as 

taught us hs our Bibles : And all this, probably, 
Kut for a while neither, if their Scheme ſhould 
take Place; for there can be no ſufficient 
Ground to expect, that this ſhould laſt long. 
It is to prevent all this that we are ſtruggling. 

Ariſe, O Lord; let thine Enemies be ſcattered ; 
let thoſe that hate thee, flee before thee. Whilſt 
we are ardently wiſhing, and fervently praying, 
for ſuch a kind Interpoſition of Providence in 
our Favour, I would exhort you A; Athly, 


and laſtly, 


4. Ir God mall graciouſly hear our Ds, 
——_ out Salvation for us, ſcatter our Enemies, 
and deliver us from our Fears ; let us conkder 
What ſort of Returns will be proper to be made 
to him; e. g. 


(1) To 


”" 03 


(1.) To recolle& in what Manner we thought 
it fit to humble ourſelves in the Day of Diſtreſs; 
and to make good all the Reſolutions we formed 
for the Reformation of our Lives, and the 
Amendment of our Manners: And not be like 
the 1/raehites, who ſung God's Praiſes, but ſoon 
forgot bis Works, Pf. cvi. 12, 13. 


(2.) To keep alive on our Minds, that Dread 
and Deteſtation of ARBITRARY PowER and 
PoreRY ; which I am ſorry ever ſeemed to be 
abated; and rejoice to ſee revived. 


(.) To avoid henceforward every Token of 
Diſreſpe& to our SOVEREIGN, Which too many 
among us have, of late, been but too prone to 
ſhew; and forbear our over-haſty Cenſures of 
Publi ck N. eaſures; about which not one in 
twenty of the loudeſt COP are at all fit 
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